STATEMENT BY

HL.R.I. Prince SOULIVONG SAVANG of LAOS

February 2?,_ 1_998

Senate Russell Office Building ', Washi:ﬁggn.n D.C.

As heir to the throne of Kingdom of Laos, I want to affirm to the members of the Senate and
the House of Representatives of the United States , my deep and unequivocal committment to
the principles and pracrices of democracy. Living as a refugee in France row for many years
and visiting the United Siates, I have contrasted the benefits to the peoples of those countries
- resulting from democratic government under the rule of law to the sufferings and poverty my

people of Laos have experienced since 1973 under an urbitrary and tyrannous government.

I aspire, should I be given the opportunity to fulfill the destiny given me as the eldest
grandson of the last King of Laos and to meet my late father’s expectations of me, to emulate
the best of constitutional monarchy which [ have observed on Thailand, in England and in

Japan. Laos, like Thailand, has a Theravada Buddhist culture and society.

I seek nothing more jor the peoples of my homeland than an end to suffering and poverty,
good education, peace, freedom and expression and religion, all other basic human rights

and the opportunity o share in happiness and prosperity. To these ends have I devoted my

thoughts and abilities.

.

Prince Soulivang SAVANG




STATEMENT BY

The Prince Regent of LAOS
H.R.H. Prince SAURYAVONG SAVANG
February 27, 1998. Senate Russell Office Building, Washington D.C.

On this occasion where the assistance of the greatest deliberative body of democracy in the
world, the United States Congress, is requested on behalf of the suffering peoples of Lauvs, |
can affirm on behalf of the Lao Royal Family Lane Xang Whiie Parasol that we are firmly
committed to both constitutional democracy and helping overcome the wounds of so many
decades of war and misrule in our homeland.

3o many families in Laos and my own family have suffered My futher, the King, and my
mother, the Queen, were illegallv dethroned by the Communisis in 1975, in violation of
- solemn international agreements which the Communists had negotiated and then signed. My
Jather and mother were taken to concentration camps and have never been heard from.

Similary, my elder brother, the Crown Prince, and many others members of the Royal Family,
were taken away by the Communists and has never been heard of.

Yet, we in The Royal Family Lane Xang White Parasol are prepared to put the past behind us
and work on behalf of just reconciliation for peace, legitimate government, constitutional

monarchy and democracy under the 1954 and 1962 international accords and agreements on
Laos.

Over the past many years we have convened several conferences and gatherings of Lao
leaders and influential persons to discuss and propose widely acceprable principles upon
which peace and demacracy can be restored to Laos. The last confzrence was held at Seattle,
Washington, U.S.A, on September 6-7, 1997, with more than three hundred representatives
Jfrom all over the world.

We are prepared to play eur part and only call upon the Communists in Laos to ackno wiedge

their obligations under international law and participate in talks Jor the restoration of peace,
democracy, national reconciliation and just gQuesB2ns i
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July 28, 1998

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

EXPRESSING THE S2SE OF THE
SENATE WITH RESPECT TO DE-
MOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
IN THE LAO PBOPLE'S DEMO-

CRATIC REPUELIC |

Mr. CAMPEELL. Mr, President. I ask
unantmous consené that the Sénats

59317

proceed to the immediate consider-

ation of Calendar No. 425 S, Res, 210,
The PRESIDING OQOFFICER. The

clevk will report.
The assistant legislatlve clerd read

as follows;

A resclutlon {5. Res. 210y expressing tha
sensa of the Senata with respéct 10 democ-
racy and human cights in the La3 Cegla’s
Demacrazic Bepublic.

“There being no objzciian, the Sanate
proceaded to . consider the resolutlon
which had teen reported (rom the Com-
mittea gn Foreign Relailons with

amendmants.
(The parts of the resolution intended

to be siricken are shown In boldface
brackats mnd the parts of the resgiu-’
tion intended to be inserted are snown

In {tallc.)
5. RES. 330

Whereas tn 195, the Pathat Lao palcy sup-
plantzd the exlating Lac governmant and ihe
Lao Royal Famlly, and astabilshed a "ped-
ple's democratie republic”, 1a vialatica of
the 1562 Declaratlon on cees Nautmalisy of
Laos and ics Prococol, as well as che 1303
Vientlane Agreement oo Lics;

Whereas sloce the 1975 overthrow of the 2x-
1sting Lao gavernment, Laos bas baen vinder
the scle centeal of tha Lao Feopla's Demod-
cratic Party:

Whareas the present Lao Caonatitelled pro-
vides for human rights protecslan for the
L.ag people, and Lacs 15 a slgnatory to lacer-
naclonal agreementy oa glvl! and politlcal
rights,

Whereas Laos has bacome & iernbher of the
Asgoclatlon of Southeass Asian ~Naslong,
whilch calls for tha craaclan of open sociatles
tn each of ics membar stites by the year 0K

Whareas despits thac, the S:azs Depam-
meat's “Country Bepores on Human RIgHLS
Practices for 1997 nowes has the govern-
ment has only slowly eassd p2eIficiiona on
basic freadoms nod begun codillzazlon of im-
plementing leglylatlon for rights aciputated
ipn che Lac Conscltutlon., apd contilaves to
significantly restrice che freedoms ¢l spdack,
1ssembly, and religlon; and

Whersas on Jaauacy X. 1994, tha Laa gor-
ernment artested and detalnsd foriy-four IR-
dividuals ac 4 Bible study mesting In V.aa-
tlapa and on March 23 sentascad chirczen
Chrlstlans frem Cha gooud o pridcn sermy of
threa to flve years for “creating civisions
amang the people, updarmilzing ke pavern-
ment, apd accepting focelga {unds to pro-

mote ralizlon'': How, charelore, Le It
Resolved, Trat 1o i3 the sanse of the Sanate

that tha presaat goverpment of Lacs
should—

{1) raspect inkternatloral aocszns of humsad
rights and democratic (reedom:d lof che L2o
peoyls, and fully hanor Its commiliments Lo
thiose porms and reedoms a9 embodled in ics
conatitutlon and ioternatlonal agreemenis.
and 1o tha 1962 Daclaraston o che Nezcrality
of Lecs and ics Frotocol and the 1973 Vian-
tizne Agreement on Laos,

(2) 1asus a publle statameant sgecilically re-
affirming iLs commitment to protacLing rell-
glouy [resdom and other baws human righis
[and] r

(3} fully inacliuie & process of denocracy,
Luman rights, and ¢penly-contescad fzee and
[atr alections in Laos, and ensure 3paciileaily
that the Naticnal Assembly siscclony—<ur-
rently schedulsd (or 2002—are op=aly
contescad[.); and

(1) allow access for dntermigiional hkumon
rigats manitors, including the Internationcl
Committas of the Rad C-oss 19 Lag prisans, and
ta all regions of the couniry lo investigate aile-
gatlous of kuman rights abuzes, including those
against thAe Hiong people, wihen requesied,



